MEETING WITH PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT, AUGUST 24, 1941
to war ? There is certainly one man who knows the answer to
that question. If Hitler has not yet declared war upon the United
States, it is surely not out of his love for American institutions;
it is certainly not because he could not find a pretext. He has
murdered half-a-dozen countries for far less. Fear of immediately
redoubling the tremendous energies now being employed against
him is no doubt a restraining influence. But the real reason is,
I am sure, to be found in the method to which he has so faithfully
adhered and by which he has gained so much.
What is that method ? It is a very simple method. One by
one : that is his plan ; that is his guiding rule ; that is the trick
by which he has enslaved so large a portion of the world. Three-
and-a-half years ago I appealed to my fellow countrymen to take
the lead in weaving together a strong defensive union within the
principles of the League of Nations, a union of all the countries
who felt themselves in ever-growing danger. But none would listen;
all stood idle while Germany re-armed. Czechoslovakia was sub-
jugated ; a French Government deserted their faithful ally and
broke a plighted word in that ally's hour of need. Russia was
cajoled and deceived into a kind of neutrality or partnership, while
the French Army was being annihilated. The Low Countries and
the Scandinavian countries, acting with France and Great Britain in
good time, even after the war had begun, might have altered its
course, and would have had, at any rate, a fighting chance. The
Balkan States had only to stand together to save themselves from
the ruin by which they are now engulfed. But one by one they were
undermined and overwhelmed. Never was the career of crime made
more smooth.
Now Hitler is striking at Russia with all his might, well knowing
the difficulties of geography which stand between Russia and the aid
which the Western Democracies are trying to bring. We shall strive
our utmost to overcome all obstacles and to bring this aid. We
have arranged for a conference in Moscow between the United
States, British and Russian authorities to settle the whole plan.
No barrier must stand in the way. But why is Hitler striking at
Russia, and inflicting and suffering himself or, rather, making his
soldiers suffer, this frightful slaughter ? It is with the declared
object of turning his whole force upon the British Islands, and if he
could succeed in beating the life and the strength out of us, which
is not so easy, then is the moment when he will settle his account,
and it is already a long one, with the people of the United States
and generally with the Western Hemisphere. One by one, there is
the process; there is the simple, dismal plan which has served